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The MN Branch of AALAS would like to Thank:
Nan Allen, 

Susan Coopmans, 
Lea Jackson 
Linnea Lentz

 For all your hard work and participation for the past two years as a very important
part of the MN Branch AALAS Board of Directors.   

The MN Branch of AALAS would like to welcome the 2006-2008 additions to the MN
Branch Board of Directors:

President - Elect:
Jim Kadera
Secretary:

Kim Franklin
 4 New Board Members:

Mary Jane Courtney
Elizabeth Gamble

Linnea Lentz
Jason Woehrle

“Thank You” to our Elections Committee for your hard work in recruiting a great 2006-2008
Board of Directors.

Angela Craig (acraig@umn.edu) and Susan Coopmans (susan.coopmans@guidant.com)

Please Join the MN Branch in welcoming the new members and thanking the exiting members
for all their hard work on 

(please RSVP Robin Miller if you plan on attending, food will be provided):

January 17, 2005 at 1830 

Medtronic – Auditorium

11520 YellowPine Street

Coon Rapids, MN 55448

(763) 514-6800

Robin Miller – 2004-2006 Branch Secretary

(763) 514-6866

Robin.marie.miller@medtronic.com



Minnesota Branch AALAS, Inc.
2006 Joint Board of Directors Meeting

DATE: Tuesday January 17th, 2006
TIME: 1830
LOCATION:  Medtronic – Auditorium

11520 YellowPine Street

Coon Rapids, MN 55448

AGENDA
1. Call Meeting to order
2. Secretary’s Report
3. Treasurer’s report
4. Pass the gavel to incoming president
5. Committee Reports

a. Membership (Angela Craig  and Jim Kadera)
b. Program ( Heidi Fust, Lea Jackson and  Robin Miller)

c. Nominations (Mary Jane Courtney, Linnea Lenzt and Cheryl Griese)

d. Elections (Angela Craig and Susan Coopmans)
e. Publications (Terrie Grove and Robin Miller)

f. Historian (Nan Allen, Rebecca Kennedy and Robin Miller)

g. Awards (Mary Jane Courtney, Jim Kadera and Rebecca Kennedy)

h. Education (Susan Coopmans and Robin Miller)
i. Technician Branch Representative (Jim Kadera)
j. Special and Ad Hoc

6. Old Business
7. New Business

a. Committee Assignments
8. Set next Meeting Date and Location
9. Adjourn



Continuing Education:

31ST ANNUAL MAVT CONVENTION

MAVT
PO Box 580194
Minneapolis, MN 55458-0194

Two Days Only February 3-4, 2006
Duluth Entertainment Convention Center-   Duluth, MN

http://www.mavt.net/2006MAVTRegistration.pdf

Guest Speakers include:

Jeff Corwin, Wildlife Biologist
Teri Raffel, CVT, “What does NAVTA do for you?”
Ann Wortinger, LVT, VTS and Aggie Kiefer, LVT, “Specialties Focus”
Becky Hacker, CVT, “AALAS Research - What is involved at a Local Level”

For more information please visit the MAVT Website: http://www.mavt.net/

The 56th AALAS National Meeting was held in St. Louis, MO, November
6-10, 2005. The MN Branch was formerly recognized at the general
membership meeting and President-Elect Robin Miller accepted on

behalf of the MN Branch. MN AALAS is giving an annual donation to the
AALAS Foundation for the next five years, which qualifies us for the

President’s Level: 

Every year there is a challenge to every branch for getting the
branch officer’s roster into National office by February 1st, the

branch membership to the National office by May 1st and getting
more people to join and become National members than the year
before. This sounds easy but it is actually hard to do every year.

There where only two branches that qualified and met the critieria
for the 2005 AALAS Branch Challenge Award. The two branches
included Kentucky and Minnesota. Way to go MN Branch! Robin
Miller accepted the MN Branch Challenge award at the branch

officers meeting at the 56th Annual National Convention held from
November 6-10 in St. Louis, MO. The awards will be kept by the MN

Branch Historian and present at all MN Branch Functions. 

Thank you Robin for accepting both awards on our behalf.



TBR Corner
Jim Kadera

I am you MN Branch representative from National AALAS.  Following is 
some information fireguards to certification.  .

TechLinkers, 
News for anyone who will be applying for certification or who is 
supervising others as they prepare to certify: AALAS has posted a new
version (November 2005) of the Technician Certification Handbook and 
application form online (www.aalas.org <file://www.aalas.org>). Click on 
Certification / Technician to display the links to download these
resources. There is a separate link to both the application form and the
handbook (which also includes the application form. AALAS recommends that
you have the latest version of these to review the program information and
to submit the most current application form, since these documents are
updated throughout the year as the program 
changing or as clarifications are needed.

Summary of 2005 Changes: 
ELIGIBILITY 
Eligible work experience includes quality assurance related to animal 
research or testing, and IACUC functions related to laboratory animal 
science.
LATG REFERENCE LIST 
The Clinical Textbook for Veterinary Technicians and the Merck 
Veterinary Manual were removed from the LATG reference list, effective
August 1, 2005.
EXAM APPOINTMENT CONFIRMATION 
Instructions were added to the Handbook (and the Authorization to Test 
letter) for obtaining a confirmation statement for an exam appointment 
at a testing center.
APPLICATION FORM 
The AALAS Core Values Statement and the Code of Ethics were added to 
the assurance statement signed by the candidate in the application form.

Nicole Duffee, DVM, PhD 
Director, Professional Development & Education 
American Association for Laboratory Animal Science 
9190 Crestwyn Hills Dr. 
Memphis, TN 38125 
Email: nicole.duffee@aalas.org 
Ph: 901-759-7582 
Fax: 901-753-0046 
www.aalas.org <file://www.aalas.org> 
www.aalaslearninglibrary.org <file://www.aalaslearninglibrary.org> 
www.iacuc.org <file://www.iacuc.org> 



TechLink

One of AALAS's member benefits, TechLink is an electronic mailing list (listserve) created
especially for animal care technicians in the field of laboratory animal science. Open to any
AALAS national member, TechLink serves as a method for laboratory animal technicians to
exchange information and conduct discussions of common interest via e-mail messages with
technicians in the U.S. and other countries around the world. 

TechLink FAQ

To retrieve the TechLink welcome message from the listserver:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body (not subject): GET TECHLINK WELCOME 

1. How do I join the TechLink mailing list? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SUBSCRIBE TECHLINK Yourfirstname Yourlastname (Example: SUBSCRIBE
TECHLINK John Doe) 

Note that the command must be in the body, not the subject. You will receive a message
acknowledging your subscription request. Upon review by the listowners, you will be added to
the list and begin receiving messages. To submit messages to the list once you're subscribed,
send e-mail to TECHLINK@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG.

2. How do I retrieve the directory of TechLink users? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: Review TECHLINK 

3. How do I find old TechLink messages? 

All contributions to this list are automatically archived in log files. Older files are listed
monthly; newer files are archived weekly. You can search for old messages, or you can
request log files from the listserver. To obtain the available archive files (containing messages
from past months): 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: INDEX TECHLINK 

To retrieve a specific monthly log file: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: GET TECHLINK LOGxxxxx

(xxxxx representing the year, month & week; i.e., LOG9810b) 

4. Is there a digest form of TechLink? 

Yes. Rather than receiving each e-mail message individually as it is posted, you can elect to
receive one message a day with all that day's message traffic included. 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG



Message body: SET TECHLINK DIGEST 

From that point on, the messages from TechLink will be sent to you in one file starting the
next day. The advantage is only a single file needs to be sent and all those messages are
neatly bound together in a "magazine" (digest) format. 

Depending on your e-mail software, you can request that your digest come in MIME format.
With that parameter turned on, you can more easily view individual messages within the
digest. Otherwise, you will just get one huge contiguous message. To set your digest to MIME
format: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SET TECHLINK MIME 

The disadvantage to receiving your messages in digest format is similar to print magazines:
do you ever get the time to sit down and read them? It may be a matter of personal preference
whether you want to see the messages "on the fly" or as a neat package. The choice is yours. 

If you change your mind and want to receive individual messages again: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SET TECHLINK MAIL 

5. How do I unsubscribe from TechLink? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SIGNOFF TECHLINK

If you have problems unsubscribing, send a message to TECHLINK-
REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG and someone will help you. 

6. How can I temporarily suspend TechLink mail (due to vacations, etc.) but remain on the list?

Regular mail:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET TECHLINK NOMAIL 

To resume mail service:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET TECHLINK MAIL 

Digests:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET TECHLINK NODIGEST 

To resume digest service:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET TECHLINK DIGEST 



7. How can I determine what my current setting options are? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: QUERY TECHLINK 

8. Why does the listserver not respond to my commands? 

One of the most common problems associated with the inability to get the listserver to
respond to your administrative requests, like database searches, changing to digest, or
temporarily stopping mail delivery, is that your e-mail address changed. In other words,
sometime between when you first subscribed to TechLink and the discovery of the problem,
your e-mail address mutated to something different. Many computers use e-mail "aliases" so
that your old address still works just fine for receiving mail, but the listserver only knows you
by your old address and "thinks" your new address is alien and not part of the TechLink
group. Your commands get bounced back with some cryptic message to that effect. To set
things straight, send an e-mail to TECHLINK-REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG and someone
will get back to you to help. Many times you are not aware of this subtle change in your e-mail
address, but it happens all the time. 

Second, although it is very desirable that you attach your e-mail address to messages you
send to the TechLink mailing list, it is not necessary and actually a small problem to send your
"signature" file along to the listserver when using many of the administrative commands
outlined above. Most e-mail software programs have the capability or option to temporarily
turn off the signature when sending a message. It is generally a good idea to do this because
the listserver thinks you are sending additional administrative commands and tries to interpret
your signature as such. You will probably see the listserver's output indicate that the
commands make no sense to it. No real harm done, but it can interfere with queries. You are
just better off not sending your signature to the listserver. 

Have a question that isn't answered here? Send an e-mail to TECHLINK-
REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CompMed

CompMed is an e-mail list for discussion of comparative medicine, laboratory animals, and
topics related to biomedical research. CompMed serves professionals working in these fields
by providing an interactive, easy-to-use environment to share information and discuss topics
of common interest. CompMed is limited to participants who are involved in some aspect of
biomedical research or veterinary medicine, including veterinarians, technicians, animal
facility managers, researchers, and graduate/veterinary students. AALAS membership is not
required to subscribe to CompMed; AALAS members are subject to the same approval
process as nonmembers. 

CompMed FAQ

To retrieve the CompMed welcome message from the listserver: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body (not subject): GET COMPMED WELCOME 



Have a question that isn't answered here? Send an e-mail to COMPMED-
REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG. 

1. How do I join the CompMed mailing list? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SUBSCRIBE COMPMED Yourfirstname Yourlastname (Example: SUBSCRIBE
COMPMED John Doe) 

Note that the command must be in the body, not the subject. You will receive a message
acknowledging your subscription request. Upon review by the listowners, you will be added to
the list and begin receiving messages. To submit messages to the list once you're subscribed,
send e-mail to COMPMED@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG.

2. How do I retrieve the directory of CompMed users? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: Review COMPMED

3. How do I find old CompMed messages? 

All contributions to this list are automatically archived in log files. Older files are listed
monthly; newer files are archived weekly. You can search for old messages, or you can
request log files from the listserver. To obtain the available archive files (containing messages
from past months): 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: INDEX COMPMED



To retrieve a specific monthly log file: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: GET COMPMED LOGxxxxx

(xxxxx representing the year, month & week; i.e., LOG9810b) 

4. Is there a digest form of CompMed? 

Yes. Rather than receiving each e-mail message individually as it is posted, you can elect to
receive one message a day with all that day's message traffic included. 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SET COMPMED DIGEST 

From that point on, the messages from CompMed will be sent to you in one file starting the
next day. The advantage is only a single file needs to be sent and all those messages are
neatly bound together in a "magazine" (digest) format. 

Depending on your e-mail software, you can request that your digest come in MIME format.
With that parameter turned on, you can more easily view individual messages within the
digest. Otherwise, you will just get one huge contiguous message. To set your digest to MIME
format: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SET COMPMED MIME 

The disadvantage to receiving your messages in digest format is similar to print magazines:
do you ever get the time to sit down and read them? It may be a matter of personal preference
whether you want to see the messages "on the fly" or as a neat package. The choice is yours. 

If you change your mind and want to receive individual messages again: 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SET COMPMED MAIL 

5. How do I unsubscribe from CompMed? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Message body: SIGNOFF COMPMED

If you have problems unsubscribing, send a message to COMPMED-
REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG and someone will help you. 

6. How can I temporarily suspend CompMed mail (due to vacations, etc.) but remain on the
list? 

Regular mail:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 



Message body: SET COMPMED NOMAIL 

To resume mail service:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET COMPMED MAIL 

Digests:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET COMPMED NODIGEST 

To resume digest service:

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: SET TECHLINK DIGEST 

7. How can I determine what my current setting options are? 

Send e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG 

Message body: QUERY COMPMED

8. Why does the listserver machine not respond to my commands? 

One of the most common problems associated with the inability to get the listserver to
respond to your administrative requests, like database searches, changing to digest, or
temporarily stopping mail delivery, is that your e-mail address changed. In other words,
sometime between when you first subscribed to CompMed and the discovery of the problem,
your e-mail address mutated to something different. Many computers use e-mail "aliases" so
that your old address still works just fine for receiving mail, but the listserver only knows you
by your old address and "thinks" your new address is alien and not part of the CompMed
group. Your commands get bounced back with some cryptic message to that effect. To set
things straight, send an e-mail to COMPMED-REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG and
someone will get back to you to help. Many times you are not aware of this subtle change in
your e-mail address, but it happens all the time. 

Second, although it is very desirable that you attach your e-mail address to messages you
send to the CompMed mailing list, it is not necessary and actually a small problem to send
your "signature" file along to the listserver when using many of the administrative commands
outlined above. Most e-mail software programs have the capability or option to temporarily
turn off the signature when sending a message. It is generally a good idea to do this because
the listserver thinks you are sending additional administrative commands and tries to interpret
your signature as such. You will probably see the listserver's output indicate that the
commands make no sense to it. No real harm done, but it can interfere with queries. You are
just better off not sending your signature to the listserver. 

You can also avoid this problem by separating your LISTSERV commands from your signature
by // EOJ or even a couple of dashes --. The listserver will ignore all lines after the EOJ or
dashes and will not be bothered by a signature file. 

Have a question that isn't answered here? Send an e-mail to COMPMED-
REQUEST@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG. 

Have you had a chance to see the new aalas.org?



September 26, 2205

Dear AALAS Members and AALAS Web Site Users:

After months of planning and testing, AALAS is proud to launch the new AALAS web site. In
addition to a new design, several features and functionalities have been added to better
serve the membership. Here’s a rundown of improvements:

· Site content has been organized to help you locate information quickly. The site search
has been expanded to organize your search results for you. If you’re looking for something
very specific, filter your search using the advanced search page. 

· You can now access your membership listing online and make changes to your contact
information. If you’ve forgotten your password, just verify your e-mail address and you will
receive your login information by e-mail. Once you are logged in, you can change your
username and password.

· The AALAS Bookstore is now more organized and simpler to navigate. Go straight to the
item you want using the  product code search, or use the keyword search to find all related
items.  For AALAS members to receive the discounted member pricing, you must log in with
your username and password. For those purchasing items on behalf of a member, please
note that to receive the member pricing, you must log in as the member. The member will
then receive email notification that the order has been placed and will receive the receipt
and shipment. 

· We are also introducing a new section to the site called "Product Classifieds." This is the
place where vendors can sell equipment and supplies. Ad submission is fast and easy.

· CareerLine also has a new look. You can now search job postings by company, location,
and keywords.

· The new site features a more robust article search, plus open access to journal articles
after 6 months. You can search by issue and volume, keyword, author, and title.

We recommend that you change your username and password to something more
memorable. Once you log in, you can use the "Change User ID" and "Change Password"
links in the Member Center (found at the top right of your screen) to personalize your login.

If you have any questions or comments about the new site, please e-mail
webmaster@aalas.org.

Support AALAS--Run for Office
Leadership Nominations Deadlines Approaching 
Vice President-Elect & Secretary/Treasurer Candidate Packets must be submitted
no later than February 1, 2006. 
If you have any questions regarding responsibilities or time commitments associated
with these positions, contact Margaret “Peg” Rentz, Nominations Committee Chair,
at (803) 777-6704 or email at pr@gwm.sc.edu. You may also contact your district
trustee or Ann Turner at the AALAS national office.
Open positions for 2007-2009 terms: 
• Vice President Elect
• Secretary/Treasurer



• Dist. 2 – Trustee
• Dist. 3 – Trustee and Alternate Trustee 
• Dist. 4 – Trustee
• Dist. 5 – Trustee
• Dist. 8 – Trustee
Deadlines and Other Information 
Vice President-Elect (VPE)
No later than February 1, 2006, email to amy.sauls@aalas.org a candidate criteria
form and CV. Review the AALAS Policies and Procedures Manual, sections 4-25 &
4-8, for more information. 
Requirements for eligibility:
• Meet the AALAS Bylaws requirements and be able to fulfill the job responsibilities
and travel commitments as outlined in section 4-8.
• AALAS national membership in good standing for the past five consecutive years.
• Have served on at least one AALAS national committee during the past five years.
• Make a four-year commitment to leadership. The position of Vice President-Elect is
the first year of a four-year commitment (followed by the positions of Vice President,
President, and Past-President). 
Once your eligibility is established, you will receive a confirmation e-mail requesting
the following no later than April 21, 2006:
Mail ballot candidate info form (to come): Follow the instructions to enter
credential/professional information required for the official ballot. Don’t forget to
include involvement with national AALAS & AALAS branches.

Secretary/Treasurer
No later than February 1, 2006, email to amy.sauls@aalas.org a candidate criteria
form and CV. Review the AALAS Policies and Procedures Manual, sections 4-25 &
4-8, for more information. 
Requirements for eligibility:
• Meet the AALAS Bylaws requirements and be able to fulfill the job responsibilities
and travel commitments as outlined in section 4-8.
• AALAS national membership in good standing for the past five consecutive years.
• Have served on at least one AALAS national committee during the past five years.
• Make a three-year commitment to leadership. 
• Have an MBA or experience in financial planning/management.
Once your eligibility is established, you will receive a confirmation e-mail requesting



the following no later than April 21, 2006:
Mail ballot candidate info form (to come): Follow the instructions to enter
credential/professional information required for the official ballot. Don’t forget to
include involvement with national AALAS & AALAS branches.

Trustee/Alternate Trustee
No later than April 13, 2006, submit nominating petitions to the AALAS national
office. Petitions must include at least 25 signatures of current AALAS national
members from within the candidate’s district. 
Nominating petition: Download, obtain signatures and send to Amy Sauls via fax
(901) 753-0046 or regular mail. 
Review the AALAS Policies and Procedures Manual, sections 4-25 & 4-9, for more
information. 
Requirements for eligibility:
• AALAS national membership in good standing for the past five consecutive years.
• Have served in branch leadership and/or on a district, regional or national
committee during the past five years.
• Make a three-year commitment to leadership. 
• Reside in district of representation.
Once your eligibility is established, and petitions are verified, you will receive a
confirmation e-mail requesting the following no later than April 21, 2006:
Mail ballot candidate info form (to come): Follow the instructions to enter
credential/professional information required for the official ballot. Don’t forget to
include involvement with national AALAS & AALAS branches.

American Association for Laboratory Animal Science Inc  .  
Promoting Training and Education of Laboratory Animal Technicians and the Public in the Use of

Laboratory Animals in Research. 

2006 Minnesota Branch Application for Membership

I hereby apply for membership in the Minnesota Branch of the American Association for Laboratory Animal
Science

Name: _____________________________________________________________        

Institution: ________________________________________________________

Street Address/Bldg: _____________________________________________________

City/State: _________________________________________        Zip Code: ___________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________ 

Phone: __(____)_____-_______   Fax: __(____)_____-_______



Please send me an electric copy of the newsletter:   Yes______    No  _______
(in order to reduce printing costs we are working on sending most newsletters electronically)

Membership status  : (  Note: Membership expires  December 31, 2006)  

New _______                     Renewal _______

National Member  _____ Yes       _____ No

If applying for new membership, please complete:

Name of Sponsoring Member: _____________________________________________________________

Signature of Sponsoring Member: ________________________________________________________

Type of Membership: Note (Membership expires on December 31, 2006)

_____ Individual Membership: Dues $15.00/Year, 

_____ Corporate Sponsor (Includes 2 Complementary Individual Memberships plus AD, (Indicate Ad Size.)

__________________________________________    _________________________________

______  Business Card Ad $50.00/year
______  ¼ Page Ad $75.00/year
______  ½ Page Ad $100.00/year
______  Full Page Ad $125.00/year
(Please send a new Ad along with this application form, This ensures the ads in our newsletter are current).

Send Applications to: Jim Kadera, AALAS Treasurer, 

Guidant CRM, 4100 Hamline Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55112

(Make Checks Payable to MN AALAS)

BOARD USE ONLY:                    Approved:_____  Disapproved:_____  Renewal:_____  

Date:____/____/____  Processed By: ___________             ______ Copy for Newsletter Mail list 
Please feel free to make copies as necessary

About Our Organization…
The Minnesota  Branch of the  American association  for laboratory Animal Science Inc.  was established in  1965  as an
organization of laboratory animal professionals, including researchers, veterinarians, veterinary technicians and animal care
technicians.
Our motto,  “promoting training and education of laboratory animal technicians  and the public  in  the use of laboratory
animals in research” reflects our commitment to both science and animal welfare.
We accomplish our  goals by providing a social  and professional network for people  working with  laboratory animals;
training programs; information articles in our quarterly newsletter; access to vendors of laboratory animals and research and
animal care products; and public outreach programs.
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Secretary:
Robin Miller District 6 Trustee

Chris Medina
Maria Lang

District 6 CTAD - Debra Weisbecker
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